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Budget and Appropriations
The 113th Congress has come to a close. The government funding 
deadline had come down to the wire with the House passing a 
“CRomnibus” with two days before the federal government was scheduled 
to shut down. The “CRomnibus” bill is a combination of a small Continuing 
Resolution, funding the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) at 
current levels for a short time (February 27th, 2015), combined with 
a much larger omnibus of new funding for the majority of the federal 
government covering all of fiscal year (FY) 2015 (ending September 30, 
2015). The Title VIII Nursing programs will receive the following: The 
Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) receives $231.622 
million, which is an increase of $7.781 million; the National Institute 
of Nursing Research (NINR) will be funded at $140.953 million, which 
represents an increase of $436,000; and the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) funding is $30.322 billion. NIH funding saw an increase of $387.696 
million taking into account additional Ebola funding. Next up: 2015 and the 
114th Congress!

Payment, Practice and Regulatory Issues
Fifteen years have passed since new sunscreen ingredients have been 
approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). For this reason, 
the House and Senate both acted to pass the Sunscreen Innovation Act 
(S. 2141/H.R. 4250). The legislation contains new requirements to ensure 
that sunscreen products marketed in the U.S. are safe and appropriately 
labeled. This bill passed both chambers with bipartisan majorities and 
President Obama signed it into law on November 26, 2014.

In more welcome news, members of the influential House Energy and 
Commerce Committee have raised the dangers of indoor tanning through 
major universities. Representatives Henry A. Waxman (D-CA), Frank 
Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ), Rosa L. DeLauro (D-CT), Carolyn B. Maloney (D-NY), 
and Charles W. Dent (R-PA) called on 18 major universities to end the 
incentive where college students use university debit cards to pay for 
indoor tanning services. The statement and specific universities can be 
found on the Committee website.

Health Care Reform Implementation
The Senate will be in Republican control when the 114th Congress gavels 
into session in the New Year. They will join a Republican majority in the 
House that has attempted to repeal the entirety of the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA) or portions of it on multiple occasions. Until now, Senate Democrats 
have not allowed that legislation to pass. However, incoming Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) has indicated that the new majority will 
work with the President on moving legislation through Congress, but he 
has also stated that he would use the “power of the purse” to modify the 
ACA. This will mean that must-pass legislation, such as appropriations 
bills, may come to the President’s desk with language repealing portions 
of the ACA. An additional strategy involves a tactic called, “budget 
reconciliation.” Budget reconciliation involves a set of special rules to 
help the chambers resolve differences in debating budget legislation. 
Under this process, a bill could make it through the Senate under limited 
debate time, and require only a simple majority to pass, unlike the 60-vote 
threshold often used by the minority to block legislation.” This could spell 
trouble for the President’s signature domestic policy achievement, but he 
still has the ability to veto legislation. Republicans do not have enough 
members to overcome the President’s veto in either chamber.

Advocacy in Action
The Title VIII Nursing Programs at the Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) and the National Institute of Nursing Research 
(NINR) at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) are important to our 
mission of promoting excellence in the field of nursing and dermatologic 
care. Although Congress has finalized the federal budget for FY 2015, 
please consider calling your Senators and Member of Congress as 
the new Congress starts to ask that they fully fund programs vital to 
dermatology nurses. Increased funding for these vital programs is due 
to your hard work and advocacy. A robust campaign on social media, 
coupled with conversations with your friends to do the same, is a great 
way to engage with your federal legislators and educate them about these 
important issues. Your voices and thoughts are invaluable, as Members of 
Congress will seek input from you, their constituents, in the coming 114th 
Congress. Thank you for your advocacy.

DNAdvocacy

dna
DERMATOLOGY NURSES’ ASSOciATiON

A quarterly publication of federal public policy developments  
of interest and priority to dermatology nurses.

DNA wishes to thank Janssen Biotech for their generous support of this newsletter.

© 2015 Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP.  All rights reserved.  A Delaware limited liability partnership.

This Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP communication is intended to inform on legislation and regulation 

and to provide information of general interest.

www.drinkerbiddle.com 
cALifORNiA   |   DELAwARE   |   iLLiNOiS   |   NEw jERSEY    |   NEw YORk   |   PENNSYLvANiA   |   wAShiNGTON Dc   |   wiScONSiN

http://democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/index.php?q=page/bipartisan-house-members-urge-universities-to-end-students-use-of-university-debit-cards-to-pur

