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Budget and Appropriations
In past years, the yearly process of funding government programs has 
been anything but regular. This year, Chairwoman Mikulski and Chairman 
Rogers of the Senate and House Appropriations committees have 
committed to debating and voting on all twelve spending bills. The House 
committee has voted on 10 of the 12 bills while their Senate counterpart 
has voted 7 out of committee. Leaders in both chambers committed to a 
soft deadline of the July 4th recess for full floor consideration of all twelve 
bills. It seemed unlikely but this much progress through regular order has 
not been seen in almost 20 years. In the past, committees would consider 
some appropriations bills but, even before bills reached the full floor, a 
lack of agreement on amendments typically would spell failure. The most 
controversial spending bill is the Labor, Health, Human Services, and 
Related Agencies (LHHS) due to the policy riders members propose. The 
difficulties only become more prevalent in an election year.

The Senate LHHS Subcommittee has proposed to increase funding levels 
for the Title VIII Nursing Workforce Programs by 6%, to $236.294 million 
up from the President’s spending level request. The National Institutes of 
Health proposed funding was increased to $30.459 billion, representing 
a $97 million increase over FY 2014. The Subcommittee proposed to 
increase funding for the National Institutes of Nursing Research from 
$140.517 to $142.209 million.

These programs continue to be a priority for nurses. We will thank 
appropriators for proposing the above-mentioned increases while making 
the case for more robust funding. Your efforts, in advocating for these 
important initiatives, have never been more important as both chambers 
continue debate on FY 2015 spending bills. Call or send an email to your 
Senators and Member of Congress encouraging them to fully fund these 
programs. See the Advocacy section of our website for tips on contacting 
your representatives in Congress.

Payment, Practice and Regulatory Issues
Federal lawmakers have been urging the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) to act on its authority and accelerate the review of Time and 
Extent Applications (TEAs) and the OTC monograph rulemakings on 
sunscreen products. The House Committee on Appropriations contained 
stern language in its report on an Appropriations subcommittee bill. 
In this report they highlight the “…nearly one million people that are 
currently living with skin cancer and the fact that melanoma is the fifth 
leading cause of cancer in the U.S. this year.” The committee was 
pleased that two final sunscreen rules were released but more work 
needs to be done. One of those published rules reclassified UV tanning 
lamps from class I (general controls) to class II (special controls) 
subjecting them to premarket notifications. The FDA made this change 
to ensure the reasonable assurance of safety and effectiveness of these 
devices. 

Senate appropriators have taken similar measures in directing the FDA 
to move faster on the backlog of pending sunscreen applications urging 
the FDA to finalize its rule dealing with what sunscreen manufacturers 
would or would not be able to place on their products. At issue is a rule 
that could mandate companies to place a “50+ SPF” designation citing 
insufficient evidence to support the claim that higher SPF products 
provide better protection.

Congress has also been working on legislation to modify FDA’s process 
with respect to the review of nonprescription sunscreen. In the House, 
H.R. 4250 has reached 31 co-sponsors and S.2141 currently has 12 
Senate co-sponsors. This is all welcome news as we seek to promote 
healthy skin and lower incidences of skin cancers.

Health Care Reform Implementation
So far, 26 states and the District of Colombia have expanded Medicaid to 
residents who earn at or below 133% of the federal poverty level. Since 
assuming the position, Governor Terry McAuliffe (VA) has made expanding 
Medicaid his administration’s top priority. Virginia House Speaker Phil Puckett 
blocked the Governor’s budget on the grounds that it contained funds 
appropriated for a Medicaid expansion. Currently, the McAuliffe administration 
is exploring options to expand the program without the legislature. 
Republicans in the legislature have hired Paul Clement, who argued against 
the government in the Supreme Court ACA case, to make the case that such a 
move would violate Virginia’s constitution.

As nurses, our role is important in ensuring access to health coverage. 
Although the 2015 open enrollment has not yet begun it is possible that our 
patients may have additional questions. The healthcare.gov website has a live 
chat feature and a lot of information on the law. A 24-hour toll-free call center 
is also available at (800) 318-2596. There are in-person assistance locators in 
each community; to find these, visit https://localhelp.healthcare.gov or  
https://ayudalocal.cuidadodesalud.gov.

Advocacy in Action
The Senate and House continue to work on their respective 
appropriations bills for the upcoming fiscal year beginning on October 
1, 2014. The July 4th holiday weekend is upon us and Congress will be 
leaving town for a few days. After they return there is less than one month 
before the campaign season begins in earnest. This leaves precious little 
time for those important spending bills to reach full House and Senate 
consideration. The Title VIII Nursing Programs at the Health Resources 
and Services Administration (HRSA), and the National Institute of Nursing 
Research (NINR) at the NIH are important to our mission of promoting 
excellence in dermatologic care. Maintaining a robust campaign on social 
media and talking to our friends to educate them about these important 
issues is vitally important. Your voices and thoughts are invaluable as 
legislators seek input from you, their constituents.
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