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Budget and Appropriations
Congress is in recess and in full campaign mode. On September 17th, the 
Senate passed the Continuing Resolution (CR) to fund the federal government 
at current levels through December 11th, 2014. The House and Senate 
Appropriations committees are working on omnibus appropriations packages. 
These are twelve appropriations bills consolidated into one, responsible for 
funding the federal government through September 30, 2015. The twelve 
appropriations subcommittees have jurisdiction over different areas of the 
federal government and craft each bill. Absent a new CR or omnibus package, 
which is unlikely, the government will shut down and only essential services 
will remain operational. The Ryan-Murray budget compromise of 2013 dictates 
strict maximum spending limits for many programs in any 2015 appropriations 
package. This budget may mean that the debate is less contentious and a 
comprehensive funding bill will pass.

Payment, Practice and Regulatory Issues
A lot has happened in Congress with respect to skin care. Fifteen years have 
passed since any new sunscreen ingredients have been approved by the 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA). Additionally, eight pending applications 
for sunscreen ingredients from other countries have been awaiting FDA 
review for more than a decade. Following House passage of its version of the 
Sunscreen Innovation Act, the Senate Health Education Labor and Pension 
(HELP) Committee marked up S. 2141. This bill streamlines the review 
of sunscreen by the FDA. The full Senate passed the bill on September 
17, 2014. The legislation also contains new requirements to ensure that 
sunscreen products marketed in the U.S. are safe and appropriately labeled. 
Recently, the FDA sought feedback and gave an update on the scope of 
safety testing of active sunscreen ingredients during their Nonprescription 
Drugs Advisory Committee meeting. Unfortunately not all is good news. 
Last month, Representative Michael Grimm (R-NY) introduced H.R. 5438 
to repeal the excise tax placed on indoor tanning services. This bill could 
make indoor tanning cheaper and more attractive to consumers. This would 
be unwelcome in controlling the spread of skin diseases. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention released the results of an objective, ten 
year study which found that the percentage of youth using sunscreen has 
decreased from 67.7% in 2001 to 56.1% in 2011. 

Health Care Reform Implementation
Another Affordable Care Act (ACA) issue is brewing in the courts. This one 
is about whether people in states where the federal government runs the 
exchange are eligible to receive federal subsidies if they are below certain 
income thresholds. So far the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia ruled against the government, or said that people in those states 
can’t get the subsidies. The government petitioned to have the entire Circuit 
Court rehear the case and rule, rather than just the usual three judges, and 
the Court accepted.  Until this happens, the decision is vacated. Other courts 
are hearing similar cases. If there is a split between various courts, the 
Supreme Court may decide to resolve the dispute on appeal. If subsidies are 
stopped in these states for those enrolled in the federal exchanges, health 
insurance would be too expensive for many and have a detrimental effect on 
the ACA. 

Regarding Medicaid expansion, so far 28 states, including the District of 
Colombia, have expanded Medicaid to residents who earn at or below 133% 
of the federal poverty level. Utah, Indiana, and Virginia are considering an 
expansion in the future. 

As nurses, our role is important in ensuring access to health care coverage. 
The 2015 open enrollment season will begin on November 15, 2014 and close 
on February 15, 2015. It is possible that our patients may have questions 
about accessing affordable health coverage. The healthcare.gov website has 
a live chat feature and a lot of useful information about obtaining coverage. 
A 24-hour toll-free call center is also available at (800) 318-2596. There are 
in-person assistance locators in each community; to find these, visit  
https://localhelp.healthcare.gov or https://ayudalocal.cuidadodesalud.gov.

Advocacy in Action
Members of Congress are campaigning in their districts and states. 
Once they return to Washington, D.C., they have less than one month to 
agree on an omnibus appropriations package to fund the government. 
The Title VIII Nursing Programs at the Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA), and the National Institute of Nursing Research 
(NINR) at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) are important to our 
mission of promoting excellence in the field of nursing and dermatologic 
care. Members of Congress are attending rallies and events around your 
state until early November. Consider attending an event, where you can 
thank them for passing the Sunscreen Innovation Act, and asking them 
to fully fund programs vital to Dermatology Nurses. A robust campaign on 
social media coupled with conversations with your friends to do the same 
is great ways to engage with your federal legislators to educate them 
about these important issues. Your voices and thoughts are invaluable as 
Members of Congress seek input from you, their constituents. Thank you 
for your advocacy.
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