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Budget and Appropriations
Last month, the chairs of the Budget Committees, Sen. Patty Murray 
(D-WA) and Rep. Paul Ryan (R-WI), drafted and passed a budget for FY 
2014 and 2015. The legislation eliminates $45 billion and $18 billion from 
the harmful sequester cuts scheduled to take effect in 2014 and 2015, 
respectively. This is the first time that Congress has passed a budget in 
a number of years. The budget is only the first piece. It provides topline 
numbers for appropriators to fund specific programs. On January 13, 
2014, the Appropriations Committees finished their work consolidating 
12 appropriations bills into one large omnibus package. The Title VIII 
Nursing programs will receive $223.841 million which represents an 
increase of $6.4 million more than FY2013 levels. The National Institutes 
of Health (NIH) received a total of $29.9 billion and the National Institute 
of Nursing Research (NINR) was allocated $140.517 million. The larger 
omnibus bill passed and became law averting a government shutdown. 

Title VIII Nursing Programs and NINR continue to be programs of high 
priority for nurses. We will continue to request more robust funding for 
these programs. Your efforts, in advocating for these important initiatives, 
have never been more important as we move into the appropriations 
process for FY 2015. Call or send an email to your Senators and 
Member of Congress encouraging them to fully fund these programs. 
See the Advocacy section of our website for tips on contacting your 
Representatives in Congress.

Payment, Practice and Regulatory Issues
State lawmakers have introduced a number of bills showing us that 
they are taking the issue of tanning beds seriously. Councilmember 
Mary Cheh of Washington, D.C.’s Third Ward has introduced a bill to 
ban minors from using tanning beds. Her intention is to increase the 
minimum age from 14 to 18. In Florida, state Senator Eleanor Sobel is 
reintroducing her Preventing Youth Cancer Act. A University of Miami 
study found that tanning beds have a greater presence than McDonald’s 
fast food restaurants in the sunshine state. State Senator Sobel wishes 
to prevent minors from increasing their exposure to harmful UV rays 
from an early age. Similar bills have been introduced in the Indiana and 
Pennsylvania state legislatures.

Health Care Reform Implementation
The Obama administration has made dramatic improvements to the 
Healthcare.gov website after its difficult introduction in October. The 
improvements have facilitated a large wave of new enrollments leading up to 
the modified December 24 deadline in order to obtain coverage on January 1. 
The official numbers indicate an expansion of nine million covered individuals 
in total. Three million young adults remain on their parents’ plan, two million 
have used the exchanges to enroll in private coverage, and four million have 
signed up for Medicaid through the exchanges. Another challenge consists of 
the fractured Medicaid expansion following the 2012 Supreme Court decision, 
making expansion voluntary at the state level. Twenty-six states have so far 
expanded Medicaid to residents at or below 133% of the Federal Poverty 
Level. Recently sworn in Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe (D) is likely to join 
the seven Republican governors who accepted Medicaid Expansion funds last 
year. As many as four states: Kansas, Tennessee, Pennsylvania, and Utah are 
considering special options for accepting Medicaid expansion funds.

Nurses have a special role to play as healthcare professionals. Patients 
may have questions about the various deadlines and offerings in the new 
law. They may also know of prospective patients with lower means who are 
or may become Medicaid eligible. March 31, 2014 is the deadline for open 
enrollment. It is important to note that the individual mandate necessitates that 
everyone have some form of health coverage for no less than nine months of 
the year. Those who forego coverage are subject to a penalty levied by the 
IRS. Patients can find answers – and apply for coverage – via healthcare.gov 
or cuidadodesalud.gov. The website also has a live chat feature for assistance 
and a 24-hour toll-free call center at (800) 318-2596. There are also in-person 
assistance locators in each community; to find these, visit  
https://localhelp.healthcare.gov or https://ayudalocal.cuidadodesalud.gov.

Advocacy in Action
DNA was very pleased to learn that nurses were found to be the most 
trusted profession! This is according to a new Gallup survey of the public’s 
perception of “honesty and ethical standards.” The public understands our 
important role in society and especially in the field of healthcare. As we 
move forward in the New Year and a new session of the 113th Congress 
we must continue to protect important funding initiatives. The Title VIII 
Nursing Programs at the Health Resources and Services Administration 
(HRSA), and the National Institute of Nursing Research (NINR) at the NIH 
are important to our mission of promoting excellence in dermatologic care. 
Maintaining a robust campaign on social media and talking to our friends 
to educate about these important issues is vitally important.
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