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Budget and Appropriations
Work is well underway on the fiscal year (FY) 2013 budget 
process. The Senate Report accompanying the FY13 Agriculture 
Appropriations bill (S. 2375), which has been passed out of 
Committee, includes language encouraging FDA to update 
labeling and performance requirements for sunlamp products 
within six months of the bill’s passage. This bill awaits 
consideration by the full Senate and the House has not yet taken 
action on their bill.
Looming over this year’s budget process is the issue of the 
sequester, which was part of last year’s debt ceiling deal. 
Unless overturned before January 1, 2013, there will be across 
the board cuts to reduce federal spending by $1.2 trillion over 
ten years. 50% of the savings will come from both mandatory 
and discretionary domestic programs and 50% from defense 
spending. Medicare provider and insurance payments could face 
up to a 2% cut. 

Payment, Practice and Regulatory Issues
Congress recently passed the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) user fee programs reauthorization. Included in the bill 
is a provision requiring the Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) Secretary to issue a delayed rule regarding 
sunscreen testing labeling by December 17. In addition, 
the following bills addressing skin cancer issues have been 
introduced:

• S. 2301, “Tanning Transparency and Notification Act of 
2012.” Introduced by Senators Reed (D-RI) and Isakson 
(R-OK), the bill would require the FDA Commissioner to carry 
out the ultraviolet tanning lamps labeling recommendations 
made in the FDA Amendments Act of 2007. 

• H.R. 5716, “Melanoma Research Act of 2012.” This 
legislation would establish a Skin Cancer Research Fund 
to increase funding for the conduct or support of research 
relating to skin cancer by the National Institutes of Health.” It 
was introduced by Rep. Brian Bilbray (R-CA, 50th).  

These bills provide a great opportunity for DNA nurses to weigh in 
with their Members of Congress on an area of interest to the field.

Health Care Reform Implementation
As we mentioned in the last newsletter, the Supreme Court heard 
oral arguments relating to the 2010 health reform law on March 
26-28, 2012. The Court ruled in favor of upholding the law by 
a margin of 5-4. The Court announced on June 28th that the 
individual mandate is constitutional as a tax; however, the Court 
did curb the federal government’s ability to withhold all Medicaid 
funding to a state that refuses to participate in expanding 
Medicaid to all people under 133% of poverty thereby throwing 
this issue of expansion to the states. House Republicans are 
already planning repeal votes in reaction to the law being upheld. 
The Court’s decision has set up health care to be a major issue in 
November’s election.
Meanwhile, the Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) has continued on with implementation of the health reform 
law. Provisions implemented in 2012 include the creation of 
Accountable Care Organizations in Medicare, uniform coverage 
summaries for consumers, Medicaid payment demo projects, 
Medicare value-based purchasing, and reduced Medicare 
payments for hospital readmissions, among others. Medicare 
provider payment changes are also to go into effect this year. 

Advocacy in Action
Once you have called, written, or met with a Congressional 
office, your job as an advocate is not over. Follow up is one of 
the most important parts of advocacy and building relationships 
with Congressional offices. If you have called or written an 
office, keep in mind that it may take up to a month before you 
receive a written response. If you do not receive a response 
within a reasonable time period, follow up by writing another 
email or letter, or by calling the office. Remember to clearly 
identify yourself as a constituent and make a few brief points why 
the issue is of concern. Be clear as to what you are asking the 
Member to do and specifically request a response. If you met 
with a Member of Congress or their staff, be sure to follow up 
within a few weeks of your meeting with a thank you note and any 
information you promised to provide during the meeting. Offer to 
be a resource on issues of importance to dermatology nursing. 
After the meeting, stay connected. Subscribe to your Members of 
Congress’ email newsletters and/or Twitter feeds. Share articles 
of interest with Congressional staff. Monitor your Members’ voting 
records and reach out to the offices when issues of concern are 
being debated. Most importantly, while it may take longer than 
you may like to receive a response, remain both persistent and 
polite when interfacing with the office.
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