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Dermatology Nurses’ Association Issues Position Statement on the U.S. Surgeon 

General’s Call to Action to Prevent Skin Cancer 

The Dermatology Nurses Association (DNA), a professional nursing organization, commends 

the Surgeon General for issuing a Call to Action to Prevent Skin Cancer (CTA). 

Southern Pines, NC – May 3, 2016 - May is Melanoma Awareness Month and melanoma is 

the deadliest form of skin cancer.  With that in mind the Dermatology Nurses’ Association 

(DNA) has issued this position statement in order to guide their membership to heed the 

Surgeon General’s Call to Action. DNA encourages members to play a major role in the 

prevention of skin cancer, both in their professional practice and in the community.  Because 

nurses are consistently designated “the most trusted profession” and one of DNA’s core values is 

education, it is only fitting that Dermatology Nurses should take a leading role in the skin cancer 

prevention campaign.  

DNA has always advocated for skin cancer prevention and in 2007 officially endorsed the 

SunAWARE acronym because it provides clear messages for both primary and secondary 

prevention. The SunAWARE acronym provides a framework to address the Surgeon General’s 

five strategic goals outlined in the CTA. 

 “The Dermatology Nurses’ Association is proud to take a strong stand in support of the Surgeon 

General’s Call to Action to Prevent Skin Cancer; the most common, but most preventable, 

cancer in the United States”, said Donna Beyer, DNA President. “We firmly believe that public 

education and sun protective measures can make a difference in the health of all Americans, 

young and old.”   

“The Call to Action to Prevent Skin Cancer encourages all stakeholders to take action to educate, 

advocate, research and implement programs to protect Americans from overexposure to UV 

radiation.  I applaud the Dermatology Nurses’ Association for taking a lead in issuing a position 

statement that provides clear actions to address the Surgeon General’s goals”, said Maryellen 

Maguire-Eisen, Executive Director of the Children’s Melanoma Prevention Foundation.  

http://www.dnanurse.org/docs/dnapositionstatement.pdf


 
 

The DNA is proud to partner with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and other 

advocates to address this serious public health epidemic. 

About The Surgeon General’s Call to Action 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The Surgeon General’s Call to Action to 

Prevent Skin Cancer. Washington, DC: U.S. Dept of Health and Human Services, Office of the 

Surgeon General; 2014. 

http://www.surgeongeneral.gov/library/calls/prevent-skin-cancer/index.html 
 

About The Dermatology Nurses’ Association  

The Dermatology Nurses’ Association is a professional nursing organization comprised of a 

diverse group of individuals committed to quality care through sharing knowledge and 

expertise. The core purpose of the DNA is to promote excellence in dermatologic care. 
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